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presents specific consensus findings, which federal government officials
should consider in offering guidance.

Before a review of the discussion, insights, and conclusions of the TIP
working group, it is important to establish the context of the discus-
sion. The overwhelming sentiment was that workshop participants
were all impressed with immediacy, complexity, and enormity of what
must be accomplished to adopt TIPs under ISTEA.

The task was one of immediacy because ISTEA required that TIPs be
adopted by fall 1992. Incorporating complex new rules and players in
such a short time frame required an enormous amount of work. Ac-
complishment of the task was necessary to retain federal funding.
Although the other ISTEA requirements are equally important, they do
not have the same sense of urgency.

BACKGROUND

The requirements for the preparation of metropolitan and statewide
TIPs can be found in Sections 1024(h) and 1025(f), respectively, of
ISTEA. TIPs are an integral part of the 3C (continuing, cooperative,
comprehensive) urban transportation planning process, which has
been in effect since the late 1960s. As such, TIPS build on the existing
process.

Although minor variations apply to transportation management
areas (TMAs) (urbanized areas with populations more than 200,000)
and nonattainment areas, generally metropolitan TIPs are prepared by
metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in cooperation with the
states and affected transit operators. Comments are solicited from
citizens, affected public agencies, employee representatives, private
providers of transportation, and other interested parties. Metropolitan
TIPs must include priority lists of all projects to be funded under Title
23 or the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) within each 3-year
period and financial plans that demonstrate how the TIPs can be
implemented. TIPs shall be fiscally constrained, updated at least once
every 2 years, and approved by the MPOs and state governors.

States are to develop a TIP for all areas of the state. In metropolitan
areas, the state TIP (STIP) shall be developed in cooperation with
MPOs. Projects in the STIP must be consistent with long-range plans,
metropolitan TIPs, and, in nonattainment areas, with the state imple-
mentation plans. STIPs must be fiscally constrained, interested parties